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IOM EEA Regional Director meets
with the Interior Minister of Cyprus

IOM Cyprus agrees on the
expansion of the SIL program

On 2 Apri 2021 1IOM Cyprus and the Social Welfare Servces at the

Minsstry of Labour, Welfare and Socal Insurance of Cyprus have agreed on
the further expansion of the program “Semi-independent Lwving for

Jraccompanied Mgrant Children” nto the Limassol district with the

creation of 16 new beds. In the same context, KOM has established a multi

stakeholder coordnation network, ncdudng the office of the Commussioner

for the

role of the communities in migrant integraton efforts

pment of Mountain Communities, highlighting the centra

@ IOM Eiranion

IOM informs legal guardians
and promotes lessons
learned in the region

Nith the support of the Republic of Cyprus, IOM Cyprus

was invited to present pr ogress on child protection and
relevant achwevements duning the webmnar “Young mgrants
n transition to adulthood”, held on 28 January 2021. The
man am of the presentation was to promote |essons
kkarned from the Transttion to Adulthood program in the

EEA Region

The webnar was pintly organzed by four national contact
points of the European Migration Network, EMN Cyprus,
EMN Greece, EMN laly and EMN Luwembourg, and & was
joined by representatives of the Directorate General
Migraticn and Home Affairs of the European Commussion,
the Council of Eurcpe, the Ministry of Migration and
Asylum of Greece and the Ministry of Labour and Soca

Policies of Italy

IOM key intervention point was that integration should
start early and nvolve both migrants and the host
community, as recognized by the National Action Plan on

Ir“.hgrut»r,-"

As far as internal audences are concermed, IOM organized
a series of online information sessions in March with the
particpation of Social Welfare Officers from all Cyprus
astricts, provicng them with the opportunty to learn
about the Semiindependent

more Living for

Unaccompanied Migrant Children program’s provisions.
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AVRR information session with local
NGO representatives

On 9 March IOM Cyprus organzed an online information session with the
partcipation of local NGO representatives active in the wider migration and

SOCE Integrabton sector

IOM had the chance to present detals and the latest state of play regarding the
AVRR program and explore ways of operationad and outreach support that

would benefe interested indwiduals

From ther sde, attendees were able 10 ask questions in relation to practical
elements of the program'’s implementation, while for many of them it was an
opportunity to familarize themselves with IOM's work. In addition, the session
prowded an opportunty for partiopants to disass updated information
regarding assstance provided to migrants sland-wide, especially through the
PINCeMC PENOC, anc exChanges views On possiie areas of collaboration and

strengthening of partnerships.

The AVRR program has been implemented by IOM Cyprus since 2016 and has
continued incessantly throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. More specifically
from January to March 2021, 128 migrants of 9 dfferent nationalites retumned
10 thewr home countnes ."356 numbers confirm an increased interest in
voluntary retums, which remains a safe return Opton d‘_.rl—;: the curremt
pancermc CoNations, conMnbutng thus 1o the oweral repular mgration

man ;Er’nr",t

OM continues to work with local and mtermational stakeholders in order to
ensure the protecbon of m gyants and access to information and services

The AVRR program is co-funded by the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund

and the Republic of Cyprus
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IOM steps up border
management support
at Point of Entry

Snce the begnning of 2021, IOM Cyprus has
been working with the Cyprus Police on the

completion of IOM's Global Survey on Impacts of
COVID-19 at Ponts of Entry.

This gobal survey aims to support nationa
mmigration and border authorities in capturng
the situation and needs of pronty Poks and
developing ewdence-based interventons whie
contributing to the global and regional PoE data
analyss

The survey touches upon vanous key aspects
relevant to the COVID-19 preparedness and
response at borders, induding the operationa
and technical capacities, interagency coordination
at Poks, particularly with health authorities, and
preparedness in terms of Standard Operating
Procedures, equipment. logistics and more. The
survey i an addition to the analysis on impacts of
COVID-19 at Points of Entry that 5 beng
published by IOM on a regular
gobal level

sis and on a

This first round of the immigration and Border
Management survey intends to capture
fundamental baseline PoE data that is actionable
for supporting Member States Once spectic
support needs are identfied, IOM stands ready to
contribute with traning and capacty buildng
actvities to mmigration and border officers




