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IOM Cyprus signs 3-year extension
of the Semi-Indipendent Living

program for Unaccompanied
Children

IOM Cyprus and the Socid Walfare Senvicss at the Ministry of Labour,
Wekare and Sodal Insurance of Cyprus have signed an agrsement on the

extension of the program “Semi-independent Living for Unaccompanied
Migrans Children™ unti December 2023

The program was launched in April 2020 and & aims to ease the difficuk
transition to adulthood for unaccompanied migrant children in Cyprus
through semi-independent houzsing snd other mpport Through the
provizion of semi-independent living opportunities and adequate protecton
the IOM programme will help 1o promots the induzion of children in local
socisty and the safeguarding of thair rights.

IOM has emasblizhed a multi-sraksholder coordination network (government
dapartments, local suthorities and partners) in order to ansurs that individusl
neads of older unaccompanied migrant children ars addressed by ensuring
their access 10 educanon and vocavonal Traming, health care senvices and
psychosocal support

11 unaccompanisd migrant chidren have alrsady been moved out of first
recepion centers and crowded conditions into the sami-indepandant living
unitz. Seven of them have agsd our of the program and are sready in
smployment, while ths remaining four wers registersd in & public education
program created in accordance with ther badiground and individual profiles.

Message by Antonio Vittorino on
International Migrants Day 2020

Lsst yeur, on Intermational Migrants Day, we hghlighted
the importance of social cohesion and recopnized the
generosity of societies mupporting migrants in ther
communities, unawsre of what 2020 would bring. We
declarad mygrants to ba “champions of raslience when
timss ars tough,” unavwars of how they - and we - would
be put to the e Thiz year we have all witnessed &=-
hend the criscel role migants: have pleyed n our
societies, on the front nes of cur fight against COVID-
19, caring for the sick working o maintain essentis
servicss. The dadicanon end entrepransurial spet we
havwe ssen this yeer reminds us that as we movs from
pandsmic response 1o recovery over the coming
monthz, migrants will be an integral part of that retur
to normal ife, Bus, for thiz to happen, we must reinforce
the ¢Forts aiready made by many countries 1o ensure
migrants are fully induded in our COVID-19 responses
including access o socal services, and ansuring they do
not get left bshind Many mgranss have found
themselves reduced to poverty, the first 1o bs lst go and
the last 10 be rehired Economically disadvantaged. mamy
heve become randed, unable to retum home, while =i
more have been forced to return without due regard
for their safety. At the sxtreme:. migrants may be prey
to the criminals who would exploi their vuinersbiity for
profit Human rights are not "serned by virtus of being
3 hero or a waim but ars an entalemsnt of everyone
regardiess of orign, ags, gsnder and status. But suppon
and protection are needed if migrants are 1o contribute
fully 1o their, and our, recovery. Az vaccines bacome
svadable migrants repardiess of ther satuz must be
snsured squitshls sccess t0 national programming, not
as a spsosl cass of psopls, but as fends, neghbours
and co-workers. The global responss 1o COVID-19
presents & umigue opportunity to reimagine human
mobility from the ground up, to implement the vision of
the Global Compact for Safe Orderly and Regular
Migrasion, and bulld prospercus, healthy and resihant
communities. Ve, togsther, can maks it happsn

E-NEWSLETTER ISSUE #7

Dacamber 2020



@IOM |

IN MIGRATION

000

DECEMBER 202C

AVRR program renewed
until June 2022

MET

s S
aadl | prm -

IOM Cypruz has completed the implementation of Azsisted Voluntary Retum
and Reintegration program for the period january 2019 - September 2020 and
has agreed for it renewal until jJune 2027

OM Cyprus has bssn implementing the AVRR program since 2016, having
assized more than 700 migrants to voluntarily resum to their countries of orign
Some of them have recsived personalized reintegration assistance. aiming at their
susanable social and economic rentegration,

Az regards the recently concluded period 357 program baneficiarie: were abls
10 retum safely 1o their countries of ongn. Since Ocxober 2019, IOM Cyprus
has taken up snhanced Information provision 10 refsvant fovernment services,
such as the Asylum Service, the Kofinou Reception Center, the First Reception
Contre in Kokkinctrimithia and the Diutict Departments of the Alien: and
mmigration Service of the Cyprus Police

The program contnued during the COVID-19 pandemic. weth IOM officials
hoiding online counseling sessions with mtsrested migrants during the tims that
SOVEMMENT rEstIiCTvE Measurss wars n place. whis food and necemity mems
were provided to the wulnerable bereficarie: of the program pendng the
recumption of international flights

The program iz co-funded by the Asylum, Mgration and Integranion Fund and
tha Republic of Cyprus.

IOM and the Republic
of Cyprus Assisted 84
Migrants with
Voluntary Return via
Charter Flight

IOM Cyprus and the Republic of Cyprus, in
coordnation with KOM Nepal and IOM Inda,
organzed the voluntary resum of 63 Nepeh and
21 Indian nationsks on 19 September. The mixed
group of men and women were mainly tudents
no longer sble to pay college feez in the wake of
the COVID-19 outbrask.

Their chartsr fight lsft Lamaca bound for Indra
Gandhi International Airpart in New Dehi, india,
where the first group of passengers doembarked,
after which the remaining returnee: continued to
Nepals Tribhuvan International Airport In
Kathmandu

In accordance with exising measurss all
returness wers testad for COVID-19 prior to
ther departure. On fiight day, IOM Cyprus staff
members aszizted the returnees with all arport
procedures and one-tme cach asmistance was
given o each a= a contrbution o ther initial
sxpenzes upon awval end immedats nesds
chisfly onward travel to their home communities.

Upon amival  information  leaflet:  were
dizzributed. explainng COVID-19 meacures,
rentegrasion support and how to contact IOM
and the recpective courtry offices.
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